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FREMANTLE PORT — PRIVATISATION 

730. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s comments of 26 August that he is hopeful of passing the legislation for the sale of 
Fremantle port by the end of this year, and that he was confident that the sale would go ahead in this term of 
government. 
(1) Why did the Premier say this morning that the sale of the port was now probably unlikely in this term of 

government? 
(2) Who is correct—the Premier or the Treasurer? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) Time will tell that, will it not? But I think the Treasurer did not say that the sale would go ahead this 

calendar year—I think that is the case. He certainly may have referred to the passage of the legislation. 
So, he did not say the sale would go ahead this year; that would be physically and commercially 
impossible. As I said yesterday in response to — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, the Leader of the Opposition said that the sale would go through this year, and that 
is — 

Mr R.H. Cook: The legislation this year; sale in the term of government. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Who is asking the question? Can the opposition work it out? It is like Bill and Ben: 
Flower Pot Men over there! Work out the question! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition’s question was wrong! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I have not even answered it yet—it is a joke! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition cannot even ask a question! 

The SPEAKER: Members! Members for Girrawheen and Kwinana! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The first — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is the first time I have seen an opposition actually struggle to articulate a question, let 
alone wait for the answer. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: However, I know the point he is trying to make. 

The sale of the port of Fremantle is something that this government intends to do. We recognise, and do not 
underestimate, the complexity of the sale of a major asset such as that. As I articulated yesterday, a number of 
issues are to be resolved. One is the ultimate container capacity that is physically possible at the port, or the 
capacity that the government deems to be the capacity. That is constrained not so much by the port itself but by 
access to the port, and we have had lot of debate and the Minister for Transport has had a lot to say about access 
to the port. It is a major issue. Why? It is because a former Labor government sold off the 
Fremantle Eastern Bypass; otherwise, it would be simple to connect the port. The opposition made it difficult. 
When Alannah MacTiernan took the Fremantle Eastern Bypass out of the metropolitan region scheme and sold 
the land, she made it difficult for that port to operate to its true potential. That is a fact of history. No matter how 
much she and others run around in denial, that created the problem that this government now has to deal with. So 
there is that issue. 

Ms S.F. McGurk: We take trucks away from communities; that’s the difference. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Just imagine, member for Fremantle, if that reserve was there, and the access could be 
built in a trench covered with parkland and sporting ovals, what an asset that would have been for Fremantle. 
That is what could have been done. If that was there, that is what could have been done. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The options of improved access to Fremantle port have been denied the people of 
Western Australia because of the decisions of a previous Labor government. Therefore, whatever is done now 
will cost a lot more and have a greater impact on the community. So, accept that reality—that is all history—and 
let us look forward. That is the reality. That history cannot be rewritten; it has happened. That history has 
happened, and it has gone, so — 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Get on with it! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, we are getting on with it. 

We as a government need to decide the port capacity issues—both the theoretical capacity and the actual one that 
will be allowed—and we have to determine the access issue to the western end of the Roe Highway stage 8 
extension at, probably, the Stock Road point. We have to determine how we can get from there to the port, and 
that will not be easily resolved because the capacity of the port will probably double, or its volume of containers 
will probably double, within the next 10 years. We then have to look at what has been talked about for 20 years, 
which is the outer harbour and what it requires: is it an overflow harbour, initially, from the existing port, or is it 
an entire replacement? They are big policy issues. Indeed, there are a lot of issues about Cockburn Sound. People 
objected at length, including in this house, to the impact on seagrass of a major reclamation of an artificially 
made island in the middle of Cockburn Sound. Remember what the people of Rockingham and recreational 
fishermen had to say about that at the time—a lot. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are but some of the issues. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you for the first time. Premier, a quick answer, please. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to, Mr Speaker; I am doing my very best. 

There is a host of issues. They relate to transport, planning and environment—there are a whole lot of issues. We 
are going to take our time. We are not going to be rushed. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the Leader of the Opposition wants to ask his question, run over here and answer it and 
run back again—go for it! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I turn to the specifics of what will happen. We are working on resolving the policy issues 
right now—me, the Treasurer and the Minister for Transport in particular, and the Minister for Planning will also 
be involved. We need to resolve those policy issues before the port can be sold. Also, we need to draft 
legislation, introduce it into Parliament and pass it through both houses of Parliament before the port can be sold. 
That will take time. Certainly, I believe we will be in a position to have introduced and, hopefully, passed 
legislation through this Parliament; whether that legislation comes before or after Christmas remains to be seen, 
but we are working on that. 

Mr M. McGowan: This Christmas? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, this Christmas. Christmas——25 December; it is coming up! 

We are going to try to do that. It may take longer. I suspect it could because it is complex, and we are not going 
to let the sale of the port determine the major policy issues. We are going to determine the policy issues and then 
progress with the sale of the port—in the correct sequence. 

Mr M. McGowan: This term or not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Nasty little person. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle, I call you to order for the first time. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: Legislation will come in. I do not think it will probably make Christmas, but it will come 
in relatively soon and during this term. If we get support through the Parliament, we may well be able to sell the 
port; if it is delayed through Parliament—who knows?—we may not. But I do not underestimate in any sense the 
complexity and the significance of the policy issues to be resolved. As I have said to my colleagues, I will not be 
rushed by the sale process if we have not resolved the policy issues. The policy issues for the future of the 
state—transport, the port, road transport and the like—are absolutely fundamental. That is the focus. If they are 
resolved and broadly accepted across the community, the actual sale then becomes a fairly mechanical process. 
 

 [3] 


	FREMANTLE PORT — PRIVATISATION
	730. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

